		1		
		LastName2
		
[bookmark: _GoBack]Student’s Name
Course Number
Date
Document Analysis: The Declaratory Act 1766
Following the protests and demonstrations staged by the American colonies about the Stamp Act, the Britain parliament acted through the repeal of the Stamp Act. The declaratory act document is a primary source written in 1766 by the Great Britain Parliament to the American colonies. The Declaration Act enactment glimpsed to give the British Parliament the absolute power and authority over the American colonies to enact laws.[footnoteRef:1] This paper analyses the Declaratory Acts document of 1766. The paper will discuss three important issues the document entails like the power and authority of parliament to make laws, the binding of the colonies and the people of America and the abuse of power. [1:  “The Declaratory Act 1766.” ] 

The Declaratory Act promoted and maximized the power and the authority of the Britain Parliament to make laws.[footnoteRef:2] The people of America and the colony had the freedom to resist the rules and laws of the state due to lack of proper and strong political power. The Stamp Act provided that the American colonies in the plantation contribute for the government through paying of taxes.[footnoteRef:3] However, the colonies followed with the protest against the law and duty of taxation. As a result, the crown claimed the power that would have the authority of making the laws that govern and rule the crown’s subjects. Without the power, it was clear that the colonies had the freedom to provoke and reject some of the rules and wants of Great Britain. Thus, giving back the power and authority to the crown and the country was to have an authoritative and powerful parliament ready to execute the laws of the state. [2:  Ibid]  [3:  Chaffin, Robert J. "The Declaratory Act of 1766: A Reappraisal." Historian 37, no. 1 (1974): 5-25.] 

The document demonstrated to bind the colonies and the people of America.[footnoteRef:4] The American colonies seemed to be above the laws made by Great Britain. Without any question the crown needed its subjects to be under its control. As such, the Declaratory Act aimed to create a situation where all the people were to be under the control and service of the power of the crown. This was not different to the American colonies. Working in the plantation for the Americans meant that they would follow the rules like the others in the country. With the parliament having the authority then the laws made would work for everyone because they are subjects to the Majesty. Unlike what was seen in during the Stamp Act that glimpsed the legislative protest causing businesses in Britain, the Declaratory aimed to lock away problems.  [4:   “The Declaratory Act 1766.” ] 

The document established the abuse of power by the legislation.[footnoteRef:5] Despite the parliament having the knowledge that it is not supposed to control the fate and desires of its subjects, it decides to take the control over the people. The document acknowledges that it’s truly against the law for the parliament to claim such a power.[footnoteRef:6] However, something has to be done to control the future problems that may arise like one witnessed during the Stamp Act. The crown had the power but having no limits of rules affected the crown. As such, conducting and forming of an agency whereby its power can be exercised was a priority. The legislative protest and boycotts of America showed a state without the strong policies and government on the part of the crown. The Declaratory Act reaffirmed the position and the step that Great Britain would go to ensure its power, particularly over the American colonies.   [5:  Ibid, 1	]  [6:  ibid] 

 In conclusion, this paper has analyzed the three main points; parliament power to make laws, the binding of the colonies and the people of America and abuse of power. The Declaratory Act was written to affirm the power of Great Britain’s parliament. It states “That the said colonies and plantations in America have been, are, and of right ought to be, subordinate unto, and dependent upon the imperial crown and parliament of Great Britain”.[footnoteRef:7] It is evident that during the writing of the document the life in the United States was controlled by Great Britain. It is also open that the life in the United States was hard since it did not have the power to control its population.   [7:  Ibid] 
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